Reflections
jourmell

WRITTEN BY LINSEY DRISKILL



_ Heanl tmwwuw_\

Lord, Thank You
that ]l am
Part of Something Big.

/

- ==




i Club
Reflections

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Week one oy |

YOU MIGHT THINK YOU’RE THE ONLY PERSON
WHO’S BEEN LET DOWN BY FRIENDS OR FAMILY,
but you aren’t. We have all experienced that.
Remember in these times, that God is big and can
handle our hurts. We can always go to Him and
He will never let us down.

“Be my rock of refuge, to which
I can always go.”
PSALM 71:3

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. When | feel let down, thank
You that | can always go to You, and that
You are always there for me.

In Jesus’ name, amen.




When is a time someone hurt your feelings or let you down?

When is a time you let someone down?

Write a letter sharing your heart and your hurts with the Lord.
No matter what’s going on in your life right now, remember that
you are part of something big God is doing. And, that He is
always there for you.




Week one day 2

PART OF GOD’S BIG WONDERFUL PLAN IS
FORGIVENESS and working things out. Even

though we sin and mess up, God made a way to
work things out and to be forgiven through Jesus.
Isn't that awesome! We don’t have to clean
ourselves up before coming to Jesus. He's the
one who does the cleaning up. He just wants us
to come to Him.

“But God demonstrates His own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”

ROMANS 5:8

.

Lord, Thank You that I am
Part of Something Big and that |
get to experience Your full forgiveness
when [ sin.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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How does Romans 5:8 say that God showed His love for us?

Check which statement below is true.

Jesus waited until we were cleaned up and not
sinning before dying for us.

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
So Christ died for us WHILE we were STILL sinners.

That’s how God showed His great love for us! What is a way we
can show our love for God?

ORE WAYS, FIGURE OUT WHERE
ETTERS GO IN THE BLANKS.
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IT CAN BE HARD TO FORGIVE OTHERS WHEN THEY
HURT US, RIGHT? But when we understand that
Christ died for our sins, that changes things. He
did this WHILE we were still sinners. If God
forgives us, we should also forgive others.

“Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.”
EPHESIANS 4:32

Lord, Thank You that I am
Part of Something Big. Help me be a part of
Your big plan of forgiveness by forgiving
others, just as You have forgiven me.
In Jesus’ name, amen.




FOR EACH SITUATION
CIRCLE HOW YOU WOULD FEEL:

WHEN I AM FORGIVEN BY GOD
v @
v
WHEN I AM HURT BY OTHERS

.U. uﬂvo

WHEN I FORGIVE SOMEONE

WHO HURT ME
"o vy FORGIVENESS
v ~

BRINGS PEACE WITH

GOD AND PEACE
WHEN I WORK THINGS ouT WITH OTHERS.

K ' THAT. IS. BIG.
A

What are some things that the world tells you bring peace but don’t?

What is a big thing we learned today that helps bring the peace of
God into our minds and hearts? (Hint: it's in the second part of our
verse today.)

That’s right! When we forgive others and accept God's /
forgiveness, something beautiful and big is happening— ot

X
we are becoming more like Him!
’{‘*’; AND, THAT IS SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE! .:‘-’}-‘
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Week one day 4

BEING PART OF SOMETHING BIG doesn’t mean it
has to happen in front of lots of people. Being a
part of something big can simply be something
God is doing in your heart. Some things that

are “small” in the world’s eyes are really big to
God. Like forgiveness! So when we think of being
a part of something big for God, we can think
differently than the world does.

“The One who comes from above

is above all.”
JOHN 3:31



Color or check the bubbles you think are being a part of
something big for God:

WHEN I FEEL
JEALOUS,
PRAYING

SEEING WHAT I
COULD HAVE DONE
DIFFERENTLY AND
SAYING SORRY.

ABOUT IT.

WHEN I'M
CONFUSED AND DOUBTING,
TALKING TO GOD ABOUT IT
AND CHOOSING TO BELIEVE.

WHEN I FEEL JEALOUS,
SAYING SOMETHING MEAN
ABOUT THE PERSON.

WHEN I'M MAD, ¢
TAKING A MOMENT
TO PRAY INSTEAD
OF SAYING A
MEAN COMMENT.
Q

WHEN I TREAT
SOMEONE WRONGLY,
ASKING FOR
FORGIVENESS.

BEING KIND TO
SOMEONE SITTING
ALONE.

| Soremember the next time you do something
! that might seem smaill in the world’s eyes,
|
|

if it falls into the categories of loving the Lord
and loving others, it's big to God!
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IN MATTHEW 18, Jesus told a parable to His disciples
and to the children gathered around Him:

“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred

sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to

look for the one that wandered off? And if he
finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that
one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did

not wander off. In the same way your Father
in heaven is not willing that any of these little

ones should perish.”
MATTHEW 18:12-14

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Thank You that every
person matters to You.

In Jesus’ name, amen.




»

What point is Jesus making in this parable?

~\s ...............................................................................................................................
What does Jesus say He will do if one of His followers (or sheep)
wanders off and is lost?

While it might have made sense to stay with the big group of
sheep and not go after the one, Jesus actually said He would go
after the one. What does that say about how God feels about each
person He created?

One person’s heart and salvation is huge to God. Because God loves
us, He doesn’t want anyone to perish or be separated from Him.

2 PETER 3:9 SAYS:
“The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead He is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

Repentance means asking for forgiveness for your sins and turning
away from them. In this verse, Peter says that the Lord is not

wanting to perish,

but to come to repentance.

Who would you like to come to know the Lord? Write a prayer for
that person:

13
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A FOLLOWER OF JESUS, MOTHER TERESA, ONCE
SAID, “Not all of us can do great things, but we
can do small things with great love.” When you
do small things with great love, that is huge to
God and you are part of something big. When |
you forgive someone, show kindness, have '
boundaries when you need to, listen, or ask for

forgiveness—all of that—is being a part of God’s
kingdom and His greater work of love.

“Above all, love each other deeply
because love covers over a multitude of sins.”
1PETER 4:8

Lord, Thank You that I am
Part of Something Big.
Help me to do things with great love.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

- mmmm-
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God'’s kingdom is sometimes upside down or backward—smaill
things are big things to the Lord. What are “small” things you
could do with a heart of love, instead of annoyance? (Examples:
taking the trash out, cleaning up, or helping a sibling because you
love them and not because you have to.)

FINISH THE SHEEP ILLUSTRATION BELOW. EACH SMALL LINE MAKES UP
A BIGGER PICTURE. IN THE SAME WAY, YOUR SMALL ACTS OF GREAT
LOVE ARE A PART OF GOD'S GREATER WORK AND BIGGER PICTURE!
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Week two /oy L

WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE IN DOING DAILY TASKS?
Of course, one reason is to get things done that
you have to. But, what if you did things out of love
for the Lord and for others? This quote by Mother
Teresa reflects that idea: “Wash the plate not
because it's dirty nor because you are told to
wash it, but because you love the person who
will use it next.”

“Jesus replied, Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.” This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””
MATTHEW 22:36-39

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. | pray | would do things
out of love for You and others.

In Jesus’ name, amen.




Mother Teresa said not to wash the plate because it's dirty nor
because you're told to wash it, but because ...

How is it different to wash the plate because you love the person
who will use it next instead of just doing it because it's dirty or
because you have to?

How do you feel when someone only does something nice
because they are told to?

How do you feel when someone does something for you because
they love you?

It changes everything, right? Because love matters most.

Circle which one Jesus says in Matthew 22.
Love the Lord with...

a lot of your heart qul your heart some of your heart

And your neighbor as yourself.

In the heart, write the two
most important
commandments in

a pretty script:

LOVE GOD. LOVE OTHERS.

17
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Week two Lay 3

LET’S THINK FOR A MINUTE ABOUT WHO GOD IS.
When you think of friends, a word probably
comes to mind that describes each of them.
What comes to mind when you think of God?
Since we're going to be part of the big things of
God let's look more closely at who He is.

“Whoever does not love does not know God,

because God is love.”
1JOHN 4:8

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Help me to be a part of
loving big like You.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

S EE-EE----




1 John 4:8 says that God is

What is a huge way God showed His love to us?

Reflect on who God is as you color in the designs below.
Then, write words that describe Him inside the heart.

19
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ONE OF MY FAVORITE STORIES IN THE BIBLE IS
ABOUT A WOMAN IN LUKE 13. She had been
crippled for 18 years and had to lean over all the
time—she couldn't straighten up. Imagine having
to walk in a really uncomfortable position all the
time. One day, she was listening to Jesus preach
to the crowd. Guess who noticed her? Yep, Jesus.
Love sees others.

“When Jesus saw her, He called her forward
and said to her, ‘Woman, you are set free
from your infirmity.” Then He put His hands
on her, and immediately she straightened
up and praised God.”

PHILIPPIANS 2:3

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. | praise You for how You
worked in this woman’s life. | want to be a
part of big things You're doing.

In Jesus’ name, amen.



What did Jesus do as soon as He saw the woman?

”
.

Jesus said, “Woman you are set

Did she straighten up right when He said you are set free? ...............
Nope—not yet. That makes me wonder if Jesus had only healed
her heart when He said you are set free, and not her body yet.

After He said this, Jesus put His hands on her, and what
immediately happened?

That's right—after first healing her heart, He physically healed her,
and she immediately straightened up! How about that! How do
you think the woman felt being able to stand up after being bent
over for 18 whole years?

This story is a wonderful reminder that God sees us,
loves us, and cares for us.

What is a way you need Jesus right now?

21



‘ WHEN WE LOVE IN SMALL AND BIG WAYS, we are

“ part of something big that God is doing! Many
times when | bring laundry out to the family room
to fold, my daughter jumps in to help me without
being asked. This seems like a small way to love,
but I'd say it's big because she chose to be self-
less in that moment. When we choose to love, we

are doing big things for God because God is love.
Paul, a great missionary, said:

“Therefore if you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from His love, if any common sharing in
the Spirit, if any tenderness and compas-
sion, then make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love, being
one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.”
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-3

Heart (D treasune

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Help me to be selfless like

You and to love.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

S E-=-=-
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What is something loving and unselfish you can do this week?
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WHAT DO YOU THINK THE WORD FAITHFUL
MEANS? When you break up the words, it becomes
faith-ful. Someone who is faithful is someone you
can have faith in, and is loyal and steadfast—you
know they will come through. Growing up, | knew
| could always depend on my mom to come
through for me. If | needed something, she was
always there to help, whether it was driving me to
different activities, or helping me fix a mistake on

a poster project so it blended in with the picture, or
having a listening ear.

“Know therefore that the Lord your God is
God; He is the faithful God, keeping His
covenant of love to a thousand generations
of those who love Him and keep
His commandments.”

DEUTERONOMY 7:9

L=~ " Heant treasune = = =

/

.' Lord, Thank You that I am Part of

1 Something Big. Thank You for those who
\ are loyal and faithful to me. Help me also to
' be a faithful person.

‘\ In Jesus’ name, amen.

- - -



Is there someone in your life who is faith-ful?

How are you a faithful and loyal person?

God is always faithful. We can ALWAYS count on Him. Even when
friends or family let us down, God is there.

In Deuteronomy 7:9, what word describes God:

He is the God.

What does the verse say makes God faithful?

Covenant is an agreement that is not broken.

Draw a picture of two hands clasped with a heart on top of them
to be reminded of God'’s covenant of love with you.

25



Week thres Loy L

WE TRY TO FOLLOW GOD’S COMMANDMENTS TO
LOVE GOD AND LOVE OTHERS, but we sometimes
fail since we are human. Even David who was a
shepherd and later a king after God’s heart made
mistakes. Even people in the Bible and in our lives
who love God mess up at times. The big picture
that we can hold onto here is that even when we
fall short, God doesn’t. He remains faithful and we
can always be a part of the awesome things that
He is doing.

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for

He cannot disown Himself.”
1TIMOTHY 2:13

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Thank you that doing big
things for You doesn't just depend on me,

but that it will happen because of You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.




When David was a shepherd, how do you think he did
something big for God even though he was young?

David had big opportunities to lead people to the Lord
through being a leader. What is something big God is doing
right now that you are a part of?

You know, the cool thing is, even when we mess up as we try
to do big things for God and follow Him, He remains faithful.

This verse says He remains faithful because He

cannot Himself.

That means that when Jesus is in your heart, He is connected
to you always. As you color in the word, Faithful, be reminded
that God is always faithful and will love you forever.
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IN THE BOOK OF ROMANS, Paul talks about the
great love the Lord has for us:

“For I am convinced that neither death nor

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
ROMANS 8:38-39

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Thank you for Your
amazing love and that nothing can
separate me from it. Ever.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

- - = -



WHAT THINGS DOES PAUL SAY CAN:IOT
SEPARATE US FROM 6OD'S LOVE?

o F_____
L A
A W
o o
P A

1
That's some BIG love we gettobea part of!

Is there a time you questioned God's love for you? If so, what
happened?

The Lord says that NOTHING can get in the way of God's love
for us through Jesus. Wow! What an awesome truth. Repeat this
truth below several times as you trace it so you can remember
that God is faithful to keep His covenant of love for you!

29
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A HUGE THING DAVID WAS A PART OF FOR GOD
was redemption and forgiveness. When David
made mistakes, you know what He did? He
repented and begged God for forgiveness.
That is beautiful and big to God. This is how
David prayed in Psalm 51:1-2 after sinning and
messing up:

“Have mercy on me, O God, according
to Your unfailing love; according to Your
great compassion blot out my transgres-

sions. Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin.”
PSALM 51:1-2

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Since asking for forgiveness
and confessing sins is so important, | con-
fess mine to You. Please forgive me when |
have not loved You or others.

In Jesus’ name, amen.




Just as David poured his heart out to God, confessing his sins,
write a prayer to the Lord sharing your heart and confessing
ways you have not loved the Lord or those around you. And then
delight in the fact that you are forgiven and fully loved by God.

31
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AS WE ARE PART OF BIG THINGS FOR GOD,
He wants us first to be faithful and trustworthy
in small things. Growing up, | remember my dad

would entrust me with small jobs to help out.
When He learned he could trust me with those

small things, He gave me bigger responsibilities.
Jesus tells us that:

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can
also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be
dishonest with much.”

LUKE 16:10

/

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Help me to be trustworthy
and faithful in small things.

In Jesus’ nhame, amen.

- mm---
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Who are some people you trust?

We learn over time that people we can trust with small things
can also be trusted with big things. Why do you think Jesus
said if you can be trusted with very little you can be trusted with
much?

BE TRUSTWORTHY
CUECK THE WAYS WE CAN :
AND A PART OF SOMETHING BIG FOR GOD:

AY YOU ARE GOING 70 DO.

ou s
DOING WHAT Y e

*ASKIHG FOR FORGIVENESS AFTER BEING
NOT CHEATING OR STEALING.
*COMPLETING CHORES AND RESPOHSIBILITI;S'.RSELF
HAVING BOUNDARIES BY STANDING UP FOR Y 5
OTHERS, OR JESUS.
SHARING ABOUT JESUS WITH OTHERS.
* LISTENING TO SOMEONE WHO IS HURTING.
NOT 60SSIPING OR SPREADING RUMORS.

4x BEING HONEST.

EVERY ONE OF THESE IS DOING SOMETHING BIG FOR GOD!
Being trustworthy in “small” things will build your
character and help you to be a trustworthy person. Even though
these might seem like small ways to honor God, remember that
God’s kingdom is often backward from how the world thinks, so
small things are big things to God. 33
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HAVE YOU EVER FELT JEALOUS OF WHAT SOMEONE
ELSE HAS? | have. It's normal to feel jealous. What
we do with that emotion is what matters. When
we are connected with God through prayer and
reading the Bible, we'll care about worldly things
less and jealousy will lessen. We'll be more content
and have more opportunities to be a part of the
awesome things God is doing.

“Keep your lives free from the love of
money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, ‘Never will I leave
you; never will I forsake you.”
HEBREWS 13:5

______ M V t - -

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Show me how to be
content with what | have—especially You.
And to seek You when I'm jealous so |
don’t pine after things here that don't last.
In Jesus’ name, amen.



What is something you really wanted that you got and how long
did it take for the excitement to wear off?

What did you learn from that, and what can help when you start to
feel jealous?

Instead of running from one thing to the next to find joy, what does
Hebrews 13:5 tell us?

Keep your lives free from the of

money and be with what

you .

It doesn’t say money is bad. It says to keep your lives free from the
love of money. What do you think loving money can lead to?

When our lives are free from the love of money and we’re content
with what we have, what is there more time for in our hearts?

35
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LET'S TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT HEBREWS 13:5.
There’'s a gem in this verse—a reason why we
can be content and a beautiful gift we've been

given. They are words straight from the Lord.
Do you see the gem?

“Keep your lives free from the love of
money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, ‘Never will I leave
you; never will I forsake you.”
HEBREWS 13:5

et Heanl v t -

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Refresh my soul with the
greatest gift I've ever received—You!

’
]
'
|
|
|
|
'
: In Jesus’ name, amen.
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DECODE THE PUZZLE to find out the gem in Hebrews 13:5:
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IN LUKE 16:13-15, Jesus shared what is close to the
heart of God:

“No one can serve two masters. Either
you will hate the one and love the other, or
you will be devoted to the one and despise

the other. You cannot serve both God and
money.” The Pharisees, who loved money,
heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.
[Jesus] said to them, ‘You are the ones who
justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but
God knows your hearts. What people value
highly is detestable in God’s sight.”
LUKE 16:13-15

...... ?ﬂ t v t —————

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. | pray | would care less about
things that aren’t important to You and care
more about what matters to You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.



Jesus says you can’t serve two masters, or two main things
that you are devoted to. What are the two things?

and

The Lord tells us again that the love of money gets people into
trouble. In Luke 16, how did Jesus describe the Pharisees?

The Pharisees, who ’

heard all this and were at Jesus.

Why do you think the Pharisees were sneering at Jesus after He
shared this message? (Sneering means a mocking smile.)

When we're a part of something big for God, it's important to
know what is highly valued to the world, and to God. In the left
column, write what is highly valued to the world. And, then in the
right column, write what God highly values. Two examples have
been done for you:

UIGHLY VALUED BY HIGHLY VALUED BY
THE WORLD G0D

MONEY LOVE & ETERNAL THINGS

CARING MOST ABOUT

PEOPLE'S APPROVAL/ WHAT 60D THINKS

POPULARITY

39
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WHEN WE CHOOSE TO BE CONTENT WITH WHAT
WE HAVE and where we are in life, it helps us to
be a part of what God is already doing around
us. It sure can be easy to always look around at
what other people are doing and have, but God
has you right where you are on purpose.

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the
Lord, whose confidence is in Him. They
will be like a tree planted by the water that
sends out its roots by the stream. It does
not fear when heat comes; its leaves are
always green. It has no worries in a year of
drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
JEREMIAH 17:7-8

MVW

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Give me confidence to be
a part of the big things You're doing right

where | am.
In Jesus’ name, amen.




As we take our eyes off of what others have and are content
with where God has us, we are trusting the Lord.

Jeremiah 11:1 says, “Blessed is the one who
in the Lord, whose

is in Him.”

&

CIRCLE THE ONE THAT IS CORRECT. BLESSED IS:

THE ONE WHO IS IN THE PERFECT SITUATION.

THE ONE WHO TRUSTS IN THE LORD AND HAS CONFIDENCE IN HIM.
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HAVE YOU FELT THE PEACE THAT COMES WHEN WE
ARE WHERE GOD WANTS US TO BE? It's awesome.
But, that doesn’t mean it will be easy or free of
conflict.  remember one day when my daughter
wanted to invite a friend to the Christian club at
her school. She was nervous, but she knew it was
what God wanted her to do. God moved in her
heart, she invited her friend, and then experienced
His peace.

“If only you had paid attention to
My commands. Then your peace would have
been like a river, and your righteousness
like the waves of the sea.”
ISAIAH 48:18

______ Heart t —————

Lord, Thank You that I am Part of
Something Big. Lead me where You want
me. Help me to always follow You so | can

honor You and experience Your peace.
In Jesus’ name, amen.



Is there something God has put on your heart to do? If so, what is
it? If not, ask Him to show you what you can do.

Remember that you are never just that. You are much, much
more. You're more than just an artist, or ballerina, or tennis player or
track star. You're a loved child of God! That is your greatest identity.
In your activities, how can you honor and glorify God?

The verse for today, Isaiah 48:18, says if only you had paid atten-
tion to My commands, what would have happened?

Then, your would have been like

a , and your
like the waves of the

Why do you think God compared His peace to a river—what
comes to mind when you think of a river?

As you follow God’s two greatest commandments, to love God
and love others, you will experience His peace and His purposes
for you.

- REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE A PART OF
® 60D'S GREATER WORK AND THAT GOD HAS:
® AERTG SPPOSURE RFO OUY!
o

o
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